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Mrs. Corinne W. Merwarth 
1669 Justin Drive 

YrYiysp ~~*‘~~~ -2 &O 54 

October 36,2666 

U.S. Food and Drug Adtninstration 
Dockets Management Branch 
5666 Fishers lane, Room 1661 
Rockville, MD 26765 

To Whom lt May Concern: 

At the request of The Farm Sanctuary, I am taking time as a member to send a letter concerning 
the downed animal trade [Docket Number 96P=6151/CPlJ. Members are being asked to write FDA 
and request that The Farm Sanctuary’s getition to grohibit the slaughter of downed animals be 
granted. 

Attached for your information is a cogv of the article in the Fall issue of Farm Sanetuarv News. 
The article was evtremelv degressing to read. In order to sleeg tonight, I was determined to at 
least take the time to try and do what I could to change this inltutnane gractice. Cl still may not 
be able to sleeg, having seen the gictures of downed animals3 

I agureciate the time YOU have taken to road mv letter. And I hope that the Farm Sanctuarv’s 
getition is granted. 

Sincerely, 
C? @--h- 

Corinne W. Merwarth 



FARM~SANCTUARY went to stockyards in Vermont to gather evidence for passage of 
state and-federal downed animal protection legislation. Our investigation resulted in 
videotape documentation, photogkphs.. .and a new beginning. 

STOCKYARDREPORT f STOCKYAFCDRESCUE 
I VERMO~'STOCK~4RD~~TIGATION-3/27/00 

.:' 
Cows Observed: 
e One downed cow in’ a pen with about eight 
other cows. She was laying down, moaning. 
A cow stepped on her neck. I videotaped her. 
% At the veal auction, a stockyard worker told 
another stockyard worker that two cotis wouldn’t 
come out‘ of the trailer. He told him to take a 

The dying calf arrived at our New York shelter 
bundled in blankets. He was too weak to even 
lift his head, and his temperature was too low 
to register on a thermometer. Our veterinarian 
administered emergency fluids, and a 24-hour 
watch began to keep the calf alive. Delve hours 
after receiving fluids, he began suckling on a 
bottle, and soon he was standing. Our new 

break and get the 
electric prod. One 
cow’s head, neck 

“mirac1e calf’ was 
named Lazarus. 

* 
and leg were falling ! It soon became 
out of the trailer i clear that Lazarus 
onto the loading was an animal who 
dock. Couldn’t see found joy in every 
the other cow. [ moment. He loved 
About 20 minutes I to “dance” through 
later, the stockyard : the fields by run- 
worker came out ; ning and playfully 
and placed a chain kicking up his legs. 
around the leg of At feeding times, 
the cow that was Lazarus loved his 
falling out of the ’ bottle so much, he 
trailer. A stockyard ; would run circles 
worker pulled the : around shelter care- 
truck forward. The L! 1 givers with all the -_-._-4” / *., . , -.*- excitement of a cow was then on 
the loading dock. A stockyard worker drove the 
skidsteer to where she was and put her back end 
in the bucket and pushed her forward. She was 
barely able to stand and lost her footing a couple 
of times. Her knees were bloody from falling 
down. One stockyard worker electric prodded 
her and another used a cane. The first stockyard 
worker said she was just lazy because she 
wouldn’t stand and called her dumb when she 
didn’t want to go into the pen. 
@ I asked what they did with downers. The 
stockyard worker said they wait until the next 
day to take them to the slaughterhouse. They 
use the skidsteer to load them I asked how 
come.. .he said because there is still good meat 
on them. 

Calves Observed: 

@ There were three calves that got dragged into 
the ring by their legs. Two caIves got up in the 
ring, one was bought.. not sure about the other. 
An auction worker said to .mark the third calf 
as dead and he tossed him&rough a small door 
onto the loading dock. ’ 
P I went outside to see the calf, and a st#lqard 
worker jokingly asked if I wanted him. I said 
“yes:’ He said, ‘Why? He’s almost dead and 
won’t make it:’ I got the calf. 

four-year-old boy at a candy counter. Lazarus 
also loved to “play” with shelter cleaners by 
knocking over our mucking barrels.. and occa- 
sionally, knocking over a shelter vohmteer! 
Though he was a big, and growing boy, Lazarus 
always remained a kid at heart.. and he won the 
heart of everyone who met him. 

After months of shelter care, Lazarus was old 
enough to be placed into a loving, vegetarian 
adoptive home. Though we were sad to see him 

go, we knew 
his adoption 
meant we 
could now 
open our 
shelter doors 
to one more 
suffering 
calf who 
desperately 
needs our 
help. 

And it’s 
back to the 
stockyards 
we go. 



USDA Says “No DowneW 
in School Lunch Program 
This ,summer, the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
reviewed and revised its policy regarding the purchase of ground 
beef for the National School Lunch Program (beginning in 
School Year 2000~2001) and other federal food and nutrition 
programs, and it has taken a major step in the direction of ending 
the downed animal trade. According to an agency statement, 
“USDA will no longer accept ground beef that includes product 
from non-ambulatory cattle, commonly known as ‘downers.’ 



Ms. Corinm Menwth 
1689 Justin Dr. 
Gambrills, MD 210!%2012 


